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Nicene Creed

The Nicene Creed (Latin: Symbolum Nicaenum) is a confession of faith adopted by the
Christian Church at the First Council of Nicaea in 325 AD to condemn heresy, including
Arianism, and to defend the orthodox Christian faith. In modern Christian churches, the
Nicene Creed primarily refers to the Nicene-Constantinopolitan Creed, a revised version of
the Nicene Creed, rather than the Creed of the First Council of Nicaea.

Background and Content of Adoption

Two creeds were submitted at the First Council of Nicaea. The one submitted by the Arian
Ebsebius of Nicomedia was discarded, and the one submitted by Ebsebius of Caesarea,
which was based on the "Baptismal Creed" of the Palestinian community and supplemented
with a phrase on the consubstantiality of the Father and the Son, was adopted. This became
the basis for the Nicene Creed. This creed concisely expresses the belief in the Holy Trinity,
especially emphasizing the consubstantiality of the Son, his incarnation, death, and
resurrection, and ends with an excommunication of the Arians.

Distinction from the Nicene-Constantinopolitan Creed

The Nicene-Constantinopolitan Creed, which is said to have been established by
supplementing this creed at the First Council of Constantinople in 381, is sometimes
abbreviated as the Nicene Creed. However, for theological and academic purposes, a
distinction must be made between the original Nicene Creed, established in 325, and the
Nicene-Constantinopolitan Creed of 381.

The term "Nicene Creed," as commonly used in Christian churches today, refers to the
Nicene-Constantinopolitan Creed, a revised version of the 381 Creed.

Greek original text

Motevopeyv €ic Eva OeOv Matépa avTokpdTopa
TIAVTWY Opat®v Te Kail AopdTtwyv MotNTHv:

kal €ig €éva KUplov Inoolv Xplotov

TOV YiOv 100 Oco0,

yevvnBévta €k toU Natpd¢ povoyevi

ToutéoTwy €K Te¢ oUoiag tol Matpog
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Oedv €k Qg0

DG £k DwTOg,

OOV AANBWOV €k O=ol GAnBwol,
yevvnBévta, ol roinBévta,
opoouUolov T Nartpi,

85U oU T mdvta yéveto

TG te €v T oUpav( kai té &v T vi,
TOV 86U Audc tolg AvBpwroug, Kai

814 thv NUeTépav cwtnpiav,
KateABovTQ,

Kol capkwBEévta,

kali évavBpwrnroavra,

noBovra,

kai Gvaotdavrta th tpitn NUéPQ,
avelBovra €ig toug oUpavouc,
£pxopevov kpivat ZOvtag Kai vekpouc.
kal i tO Aylov Nvelpa.

ToUg 6¢ Aéyovtag "Hv note &te oUk fy,
kol Mpiv yevvnBijvat oUk A,

kai Ot 'E€ o0k Ovtwv eyévero,

A 'E€ £tépag Unootdoewc f oUoLdg ddokovtag eivat
N ktotév

N tpentév

N GAAoLwTOV TV Yidv tol Oco0,
ToUTtoug Avabepatilel I Ayia kaBoAwkn kai drootoAkn ékkAnoia.

Korean/English Translation

The following are Korean and English translations from the Roman Catholic Church. The
Korean translation is from Ha Seong-su's Korean translation of Hubertus R. Drobner's
Lehrbuch der Patrologie,[1] and the English translation is from Philip Schaff's Creeds of
Christendom.

As stated in the translation below, the Nicene Creed consists of four parts: three theological
statements that express belief in the Trinity of God the Father, Son of God, and Holy Spirit,
and a theological statement that the Catholic Church does not recognize the views of those
(especially Arians) who hold different views from the Catholic Church about the Son, that is,
Jesus, as the views of the apostolic tradition, that is, the orthodox or correct views. The
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Nicene Creed is largely comprised of theological statements about the Son of the Trinity,

specifically Jesus. This suggests that at the time of its formulation, Christology, or the view

on the Son of the Trinity, was both the most important and most controversial aspect of

Christian theology.

The fourth section, a theological statement on the excommunication of heresy, was not

originally included in the original Nicene Creed but was added later.
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Nicene Creed (325)

We believe in one God,

the Father Almighty, Maker of all things
visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the Son of God,

begotten of the Father [the only-begotten;
that is, of the essence of the Father,

God of God], Light of Light, very God of very
God, begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father;

By whom all things

were made [both in heaven and on earth];

Who for us men, and for our salvation,

came down and was incarnate and was
made man;

He suffered,

and the third day he rose again,
ascended into heaven;
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From thence he shall come to judge the
quick and the dead.

And in the Holy Spirit.

[But those who say: 'There was a time when
he was not;' and 'He was not before he was
made;'

and 'He was made out of nothing,' or 'He is
of another substance' or 'essence,’

or 'The Son of God is created,' or
‘changeable,’ or 'alterable'—

they are condemned by the holy catholic
and apostolic Church.]
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