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was a feast of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem.
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Now there is in Jerusalem by the sheep gate a pool, which is called in Hebrew
Bethesda, having five porticoes
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a multitude of those who were sick, blind, lame, and withered, [waiting for the moving of
the waters;
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pool and stirred up the water; whoever then first, after the stirring up of the water,
stepped in was made well from whatever disease with which he was afflicted.

5. 17| & 23 & HX0F UAE 2 A man was there who had been ill for thirty-eight years
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Jesus saw him lying there, and knew that he had already been a long time in that
condition, He said to him, "Do you wish to get well?
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AMEO0l HA WedItLEOI T The sick man answered Him, "Sir, | have no man to put me into
the pool when the water is stirred up, but while | am coming, another steps down before
me."
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up your pallet and walk
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became well, and picked up his pallet and began to walk. Now it was the Sabbath on
that day
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OtLI3tLI 2t So the Jews were saying to the man who was cured, "It is the Sabbath, and it
is not permissible for you to carry your pallet.
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In today's text, while introducing the ministry of our Jesus, the gospel of Jesus started
in Galilee, went to Jerusalem, and then came back to Canaan and healed the dying the
military servant's son with his father's faith. It is written, “After that there was a Jewish
feast, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem” (verse 1).
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Our Jesus went up to Jerusalem to observe the Jewish festival, and said, “There is a
pond in Jerusalem called Bethesda in Hebrew by the Sheep Gate, and there are five
tents, and in it lay many the sick, the blind, the lame, and the withered. They were
waiting for the water to move” (verses 2-3). Our Jesus Walked in Jerusalem There was a
pond in Bethesda, which means 'grace’. It is recorded that many sick people were
waiting for the water to move around the pond.
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Why are so many sick people gathered by the pond of Bethesda? It was because of the
hope that a disease that no one could cure could be cured. The reason for that hope is
recorded, “Angels come down from time to time to move the water, and whoever enters
first after the water moves will be healed of whatever disease he has” (verse 4).
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It was because of the rumor that the angel will come down, but when the angel comes
down, the water moves, and whoever enters first after the water moves will be healed of
any disease. | don't know how many people have been treated here, but there must
have been cases where this rumor was actually cured.

Ol R0 20T D A=FAS2 e gz =9t SO Z2E of 2 =~ gle= HOHel
=22 MESOIAsLIT 28, 25201, €| 0EXN S0l JAAJCHD 206D JASUICH
== 0l “EADFIOIE WAZOH etd ot tWE2 22U AL 014l ot LHE 0] of &l Ch= WS LI

The sick people who are being introduced here are people with disabilities that cannot
be solved by human strength or even by medicine and science. It is introduced that
there were blind people, lame people, and people with dry blood. The phrase “an angel



came down from time to time” in the text means that God, who is the absolute, is doing
it.
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It is recorded that the healer was done by God who sent the angels, but he was the first
person to enter after the water moved. | haven't seen this in person, but it's a fact that
has traditionally been the reason why so many sick people have gathered.
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There was “a man who was thirty-eight years after ill” (v. 5). It is not known for sure
whether he was ill for 38 years or waited in this pond for 38 years, but it is known that he
was one of those who had been waiting there for a long time to be cured.
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Our Jesus asked the sick man, “When Jesus saw him lying down, He knew that He had
been ill for a long time, and said to him, “Do you want to get well?” (verse 6). This was a
natural question for the sick. Still, our Jesus asked the sick man. He would have to
answer our Jesus' question with "yes, yes".
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But he gave the following reasons: “Lord! | have no one to put me into the pond when
the water moves, so while | am going, someone else goes down first” (verse 7). He says
that if someone put it in the pond when the water is moving, | can get better, but there is
no one to putitin, soitis hopeless.
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That's right. In our lives, there are people who can solve themselves without anyone's

help, but there are people who always grieve for their desperate circumstances
because there is no one to help them. Just like a person who buys a lottery and waits for



it to win, it is the feeling of waiting with the content that an angel may come down and
stir the water, but that there will be a chance someday.

8 SHAE J0AH=E € SHMO JASLICH “EADF A E2 SHUC et UHE O
O E0i= M0l 8IC"s XLICL IIEEZ (8 XEt DI H0| &t =212 =50] 810l=

0
AJIEES NI A2 oS = A= ELH0 YJEHS Hest A LICH
Among them, he has another problem. “Even if an angel comes down and moves the
water, no one will put me into the pool.” Miracles are difficult, but even if they do come,
they express the desperate feeling that they cannot make them their own without
someone's help.
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Still, we can see that he did not give up and waited 38 years to get better. Compared to
the many sick people who give up and don't come here, this is an environment where
we can see his earnest desire to get better. To him who was in despair, our Jesus
commanded, “Get up, pick up your bed and walk” (verse 8).
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These words of our Jesus are not a request that we can put into practice or do not have
to put into practice, but as an absolute command from God. Then it is recorded that “the
man was soon healed and took up his mat and walked” (verse 9). It is not that he was
cured of the disease that he had been lying in bed for 38 years by following the
command of our Jesus, but that he was healed by the command of our Jesus before he
got up and that he got up.
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Jesus' command itself is a miracle, and what he does is not a miracle. A miracle
happened at the command of our Jesus, and the sick man who experienced the miracle
picked up his bed and walked. It cannot but be a great miracle, power, and joy.
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But the Jews said, “It is the Sabbath, and it is not lawful for you to take up your mat and
go” (verse 10) because the Jews said, “It is the Sabbath, and it is not lawful for you to
carry your bed,” because the Jews religiously performed these miracles on the Sabbath
(verse 9). And the man who was healed did not know exactly who had commanded him,
“Take up your bed and walk.”
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And there were a lot of people at that time, and he said that he could not find Jesus who
had commanded him in that many people. Then, we can see that Jesus did not
command loudly so that millions of people could hear it, but that the sick man who had
been waiting for him for 38 years to be healed clearly heard what he said.
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After the passage, the man who was healed met Jesus in the temple, and our Jesus said
to him, “You are well, and sin no more so that nothing worse happens” (verse 14). He
introduces to Jew what It was Jesus who healed him” (verse 15).
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Through today's text, we have the content of what Jesus wants to say to us.
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First, we must become saints who live without losing hope (verse 5, “There was a man

who was thirty-eight years old.”)
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1 In order not to lose hope, we must always work hard in prayer - Romans 12:12

“Rejoice in hope, be patient in afflictions, be steadfast in prayer”
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2 In order not to lose hope, we must be filled with the Holy Spirit —- Romans 156:13 “May
the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace through faith, so that you may overflow
with hope through the power of the Holy Spirit.”
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3 Hope comes true in the providence of the Lord - Romans 5:4 “Patience produces
character, and character produces hope.”
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Second, we need to meet Jesus in order to make our hopes come true (verse 8 “Jesus
said to him, Get up, pick up your bed and walk”).
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1 Hope comes to be found joy — Proverbs 13:12 “A wish is slow to come true, it hurts the
heart, but the fulfillment of a wish is a tree of life.”
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2 Hope can only be spoken with boldness when we meet Jesus — 2 Corinthians 3:12 “We
have such hope, so we speak with boldness” — Psalm 71:5 “O Sovereign Lord! You are
my hope and my trust from my youth.”
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3 Hope must be in Jesus - Psalm 39:7 “Lord! What can | hope for? My hope is in You.”
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Third, in order to achieve our hope, we must not sin (verse 14, “Sin no more, lest
something worse happen”).
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1 In order for the hope to come true, we must have our sins forgiven and live the life of
the righteous in the Lord - Proverbs 10:28 “The hope of the righteous brings joy, but the
hope of the wicked is cut off.”
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2 In order to make our hopes come true, we must have the love of God — Romans 5:5
“hope does not put us to shame, because the love of God has been poured out in our
hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.”
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3 We must wait for righteousness through repentance in order to fulfill our hope -
Galatians 5:5 “We wait for the hope of righteousness through faith in the Holy Spirit”
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During our saints living in this world, there are not a few hopeless and hopeless lives.
The only way to solve it is to meet the Almighty Jesus. And the difficult circumstance is
that a lot has been done because of sin. Repentance is the forgiveness of sins. Through
repentance, we can meet Jesus, receive the love of God our Father, and experience it
through the Holy Spirit.
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Dear saints of faith!

| pray in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ that you will live a victorious life by receiving
the Lord's love through faith without losing hope in your life. Amen



